
Generous – to give more of 
something than is strictly 

necessary or required



► Mark 12:42-44
► 41Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple 

and watched as the crowds dropped in their money. 
Many rich people put in large amounts. 42Then a poor 
widow came and dropped in two small coins. 43Jesus 
called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, 
this poor widow has given more than all the others 
who are making contributions. 44For they gave a tiny 
part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given 
everything she had to live on.”
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► Matthew 6:1-4
► 1“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be 

admired by others, for you will lose the reward from 
your Father in heaven. 2When you give to someone in 
need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets 
in the synagogues and streets to call attention to their 
acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have received 
all the reward they will ever get. 3But when you give to 
someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing. 4Give your gifts in private, and 
your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.
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► 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

► 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. 7Each of you should give what you have decided in 
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

► 9As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever.” 

► 10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will 
be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.12This service that you perform is not 
only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions 
of thanks to God. 13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others 
will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of 
Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14And in their 
prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has 
given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
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► Luke 6:37-38
► 37“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 

Do not condemn others, or it will all come back 
against you. Forgive others, and you will be 
forgiven. 38Give, and you will receive. Your gift will 
return to you in full—pressed down, shaken 
together to make room for more, running over, 
and poured into your lap. The amount you give 
will determine the amount you get back.
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► Philippians 4:10-13
► 10I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed 

your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but 
you had no opportunity to show it. 11I am not saying this 
because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. 13I can do all this through him who 
gives me strength.
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