
What is the MOST Important Commandment in the Bible?

Jesus answered, ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 

A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on 
these two commandments.

…if we don’t love people we can see, 
how can we love God, 
whom we cannot see? 

1 John 4:20
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Jesus’ Parable of the Final Judgement Matthew 25: 31-46 

Then these righteous ones    will reply, 

‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? 

Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 

Or a stranger and show you hospitality? 

Or naked and give you clothing?  

When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’

And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least 
of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’
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Who is my neighbour?

Luke 10:30-37 The Neighbourly Samaritan 
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Luke 10:30-37 The Neighbourly Samaritan



When were 
you a stranger 

and needed 
hospitality?

Matthew 2: 13-23 





Incarnation is Identification 

The Son of God gave up his 
divine privileges; he took 
the humble position of a 
slave and was born as a 
human being. When he 
appeared in human form, 
he humbled himself in 
obedience to God and died 
a criminal’s death on a 
cross. (Philippians 2:7-8)

The Real Face Of Jesus - What Did Jesus Look Like? (popularmechanics.com)

https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/health/a234/1282186/


Will I Be Judged? Matthew 25: 31-46 

Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you 
cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
demons… 

Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or 
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ 

And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the 
least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’ 

And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go 
into eternal life.

The better question is, Who am I?



Salvation as a Status: Grace and Works

UsGod OthersUs



Salvation as Relationship: Grace and Grace-Response

UsGod Others/God

Grace-Response: We are energized by God’s compassion to 
care for others, only to discover God is present with others



Loving our Neighbours is generated by our Response to God

1. Loving God cannot be separated from loving our neighbour

2. Our neighbour is any person who is in need

3. We are NOT motivated by seeking God’s love, rather we are energised 
by God’s love

4. Individually and collectively, our response to our neighbour is evidence 
of our already being a part of God’s people

5. Jesus is present among the vulnerable and marginalised, he will meet 
us there

…if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 
1 John 4:20



Loving our Neighbours is generated by our Response to God

…if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 
1 John 4:20

When did Loving my Neighbour,  become 

a political problem?

or an economic problem?

or even a social justice problem?

Rather than 

a religious problem?


