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I believe IN Jesus.

It is not the same thing
Believing Jesus is a lot more challenging to how we live 
our lives!

I believe Jesus...



Both “the MOST Important Commandment” in the Bible

According to Jesus, God’s revealed will is based on two equally 
important commandments:

First: ‘You must love 
the LORD your God 
with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all 
your mind.’

Also first:  ‘Love 
your neighbour [the 
person in need] as 
yourself.’ 



First-Century Economics

We tell ourselves that despite 
what Jesus says, God blesses a 
status quo where we have more 
than our neighbours.
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A Parable of Jesus (Luke 12)

The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What 
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’  Then he said, ‘I will do this: 
I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’  

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being 
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So it 
is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God.”

The key to this parable is to understand two things: what does it 
mean to be “a fool” and what should the rich man have done?



The rich man is identified as godless 
because he does not acknowledge his 
blessing as a gift from God and, 
therefore, he was not generous with his 
abundance.

“…whose will they be?” is not seeking 
information about the man’s heirs, it is 
making the rhetorical point that they 
were never his, they always belonged 
to God. 

A fool says in their heart, 
“There is no God.”

Psalm 14:1/53:1

A fool lives as if there is no God.



Rich Fools store up treasures for themselves:

My wealth allows me to secure my future

My plenty allows me to consume freely now
The status quo 
is me-centred

The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, 
‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’  Then he said, ‘I will 
do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’  

see also, Luke 18:18-30 The sad Rich Man



Do we store up treasures for ourselves? 
Or, are we rich toward God?

Jesus’ audience were “the people of God.”  Action is required now 
from those who believe Jesus knows the judgment of God. Wealth is 
not evidence of God’s blessing. Insufficiency is not evidence of 
God’s curse. Wealth is an opportunity to “store treasure.”

Luke’s audience was THE CHURCHED. He writes to “Most 
excellent Theophilus” who is rich and well-fed, and to his friends and 
colleagues. Action is required now from those who believe Jesus.



The godly are rich toward God:
My wealth makes me thankful to, and 
dependent upon, Yahweh Yireh*
My plenty allows me to be generous to those 
in need

The godly believe Jesus, 
so they cannot act like a rich fool

Jesus’ gospel 
is other-centred

* God will provide. “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.”



Because I believe Jesus
                            (and not just IN Jesus)

Foolishness describes a godless way of life. What some have 
called “practical atheism.”

A life without thanksgiving
A life without generosity
A me-centred life.

What does our way of living say about us? When our time comes 
to stand before God, will we hear “you fool,” OR will we hear “well 
done good and faithful servant”?

A life of thanksgiving
A life of generosity
A neighbour-centred life.


