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The Epistles: Prayers for God’s People
Paul prayed regularly and passionately for his churches. 
We can explore those prayers abstractly, or we can learn 
from them and allow Paul to teach us pray for the church. 
What does Paul WANT for the Christians in Philippi?

Paul’s prayer for the Philippian church is a prayer that every 
church leader might use for the people in their care. It's also a 
prayer that every Christian might use for themselves and for their 
church. And remember, as you use it: the reason you’re praying it 
at all is that God has begun his good work in you all. And what 
God begins, God completes.

N.T. Wright, Philippians for Everyone

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NEXT WEEK: Julie on the how of praying



Philippians 1:9-11, Paul’s Purpose

I pray that…
your love may overflow with knowledge and insight
to help you determine what is best

so that…
you may be pure and blameless
having produced the harvest of righteousness

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My KEY EXEGETIGAL INSIGHT: YOU is not an individual MY and my moral behaviourYOU is plural US AND, therefore, relational behaiour



Philippians 1:3-11, the context

pure + 
blameless

pure + 
blameless

Individualism
Legalism

Church
Relational

RULES LOVE

Holiness is NOT 
a code of behaviour 

Holiness is love
generated behaviour

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Salvation tickets are available only as FAMILYCodes of behaviour focus on adherence to “thou shalt nots”Codes of behaviour govern perceptions and avoidancePRIME EXAMPLE: Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5) You have heard it said, “Thou shalt not kill,” but the way of Jesus is to “love your enemies.”WHAT DOES THAT MEAN !!!Paul’s answer is broadly, “keep in step with the Holy Spirit.”Here Paul explores this “keeping in step” with letting your love overflow with knowledge and full insight.



Philippians 1:3-11, the context is relational

pure + 
blameless

• 1:3-11 is a “Thanksgiving”
• God’s work is “among you all” (v6)
• Paul’s compassion  is a ”longing” (v8)
• Love overflowing (v9)
• Harvest/Fruit of Righteousness (v11)

• Hebrew ethics are relational, not abstract
• Righteousness, “when referring to human activity, means 

proper interpersonal behaviour” (Malina and Pilch)
• Fruit, see Gal 5:22-23

• Discord between Euodia and Syntyche (4:2)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Righteousness, when referring to human activity, means proper interpersonal behavior. (BJ Malina and JJ Pilch)



Philippians 1:10-11

pure + 
blameless

Church
Relational

so that in the day of Christ 
y’all may be pure and blameless, 
having produced the harvest of righteousness

pure  = integrity/sincerity
blameless = not causing others to stumble 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Judgement is not about individual morality, what I have not done (not murdered, not committed adultery, not borne false witness against my neighbour, not stolen)But about what I have done in my relationships with others (the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control)A right relationship with God will produce a harvest of righteousness because God is at work among usIn this context then, pure and blameless refers to integrity/sincerity (no secret agendas) and not causing others to stumble (Rom 14, 20-21, 1Cor 1:32)



Philippians 1:6 and Ephesians 3:20

pure + 
blameless

And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, 

will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when 

Christ Jesus returns. 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty 

power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more 

than we might ask or think.



Philippians 1:9-11, the means to the “so what”

I pray that…so that… 

• your love [for God and one another, 1 John 4:19-21]
• may overflow with knowledge [of God] = Eph 3:14-21
• and full insight [of one another] = cognitive empathy

• to help you determine what is best [what really 
matters, Rom 14]

pure + 
blameless

n * (n-1) / 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 1 John 4:19-21Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Romans 14:1Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another. Romans 14:13For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval. Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Romans 14:17-20it is good not to do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble. Romans 14:21If n = 80 there are 3,160 unique relationships in play



Philippians 1:9-11

pure + 
blameless

I pray that…so that…having produced the harvest of righteousness

…which comes through Jesus Christ
• v.6, I am confident of this, that the One who began a good work 

among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
• Eph 3:14-21

…for the glory and praise of God
• John 17:23
• Eph 3:20-21 for the praise of his glory

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. John 17:23
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