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Colossians 1:15



the invisible God is wholly other

Father Son Spirit

ALL Things / Creation

Colossians 1:15-17

without comparison
therefore, unknowable

all idols are false

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Christ existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him.He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. Colossians 1:15-17



descriptions of the invisible God

Zeus
King of the Gods (Greek), 

God of the sky

Plato
Reason and virtue

immutable, impassable

gods 
made in 
man’s 
image

re
lig

io
n

philosophy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Different cultures have different words for GOD: Ha-na-nim (Koren), Chúa Trời (Vietnamese), and Dumnezeu (Rumanian), and of course Elohim (Hebrew), Theos (Greek), Deus (Latin), and Allah (Arabic). The English word God comes from the proto-Germanic word guthan. Each name  comes wit its own stories and histories and meanings.How do we know what we know about God? How do we decide between the countless options?How can we know anything about God?



the unknowable God must self-reveal

Father Son Spirit

ALL Things / Creation

speaks acts



the unknowable God must self-reveal

Father Son Spirit

Jesus is God’s self-revelation

John 1:1-18
Hebrews 1:1-4
Matthew 1:23

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him… No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us John 1:1-18Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. Hebrews 1:1-3They shall call Mary’s son Jesus, Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.” Matthew 1:23



Jesus is God’s self-revelation

Colossians 1:15, 1:19, 2:9

What turned Saul of Tarsus 
from persecutor of the 

church to a preacher of 
Jesus and the gospel?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There were many God’s worshipped in Colossae – Greeks, Roman, and JewishJesus is the image of the invisible God. Colossians 1:15For in Jesus the Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell Colossians 1:19For in Jesus the Christ the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily Colossians 2:9



Jesus reveals to us the 
unknowable God

the scandal of Christianity 
is NOT that Jesus is 
divine, but that God is 
just like Jesus

This is why Jesus’ life is as important as his death and resurrection. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus is the image of the invisible God. Colossians 1:15The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him… No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us John 1:1-18Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. Hebrews 1:1-3



Jesus reveals to us the 
unknowable God

does God share our 
emotional experiences 
with us?

emotional

doctrine of impassibility/emotionless

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Greek gods are victims of their emotions. The Greek philosophers rejected emotions as unworthy of a god and deified reason and logic.Christian theologians adopted the Greek notion of impassibility and the Heavenly father became an absent, aloof, judge.In Romans 12:15, we are told that od’s people must “rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” Does God take his own advice? How would we know?Jesus’ reputation as a “drunkard and a glutton” (Mt 11:19) and “a friend of tax collectors and sinner.” Jesus’s story telling (Luke 15) ends in parties celebrating the found sheep, coins, and son,Jesus weeps at the graveside of Lazarus (Jn 11:32-36).Does God take his own advice – does he share our emotional experiences with us. Bonnie Watson’s grief.



Jesus reveals to us the 
unknowable God

does God take account of 
our prayers?

doctrine of immutability/unchangeable

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A common Christian way of reading the Bible is to conclude that God is unchanging (immutable). A God who never adds or subtracts from His character, will, and emotions. God is constant and unmoving.God is perfect, what does he change to – more perfect? But this abstract, static view of perfection is inadequate. A static statue is no loving father. A perfect father is consistent and faithful, yes, but he is still open to the needs of his children.Jesus was consistent and unchanging; he was faithful. Jesus didn’t change his message according to his audience. Jesus could be relied upon.Yet, Jesus was open to the needs of others, Jesus could change his mind, John 2:1-12, Jesus’ no becomes a yes.Prayer is worthwhile. Jesus was responsive. God is responsive Prayer is worthwhile.



Jesus reveals to us the 
unknowable God

does our sinfulness exclude 
us from God’s presence?

doctrine of holiness

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The prophet Habakkuk in his lament describes God as “Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, and you cannot look on wrongdoing;” (1:13). The Jerusalem temple located God in the Holy of Holies Temple precinct, located on the extended Temple Mount platform, and including the Court of the GentilesCourt of the WomenCourt of the Israelites, reserved for ritually pure Jewish menCourt of the Priests,Temple Court, which contains the Holy of HoliesDoes God hold himself back from unholiness and sinners?The Pharisees (separated ones) had defensive holiness.Jesus had offensive holiness



Jesus is the image of 
the invisible God

Our ideas about God must 
be reworked by the reality 
of who Jesus is. 
For, God is just like Jesus.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God’s holiness renews us; it does not drive us away from him.God does listen to us. Our prayers are worthwhile.God rejoices over us. Our little triumphs are worthwhile.God cares for us; he feels with us.



To know God we must 
know Jesus.

the scandal of Christianity is 
NOT that Jesus is divine, but 
that God is just like Jesus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is no need for any revelation beyond Jesus. This was Paul's point to the Colossians. To know God, we must know Jesus. The gospels are not stories for children they are pictures of our God. Christians must know their Bible, but first we must know Jesus.It is too easy for us to impose our thoughts about what God must be like onto the real Jesus . We must be willing to have our assumption exposed and challenged by the truth of Jesus. There is no other name by which we might be saved, than Jesus there is no other way to come to the father, that Jesus because Jesus is the image of the invisible God 
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