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A Call to Faithful Perseverance
Hebrews 10:32-36

Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ. Remember 

how you remained faithful even though it meant terrible suffering. 
Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were beaten…you 
accepted it with joy. You knew there were better things waiting for you that 

will last forever. Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you 
will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised. 

Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians in Rome in danger of abandoning the church and 
returning to the synagogue. The author challenges these Christians to persevere!

The first witness of the Giants of the Faith 11:1-35
The second witness of the Others – unnamed Giants 11:35-40

The third witness of Jesus 12:1-3



The witness of the Giants of the Faith 
Hebrews 11:1-35

Since it is so likely that children will meet cruel enemies, let 
them at least have heard of brave knights and heroic courage

C. S. Lewis

Abraham – faith is trusting God to keep his 
promises; Joseph – trusting God in all our 
circumstances allows us to break destructive family 
patterns of sin and hurt; Moses – faith is knowing 
(f2f) the glory of God through personal encounter



The Unnamed Witnesses: But Others

others – but – were tortured

Hebrews 11:35

By faith they received what God 
had promised them. They shut the 
mouths of lions, quenched the 
flames of fire, and escaped death 
by the edge of the sword. Their 
weakness was turned to strength. 
They became strong in battle and 
put whole armies to flight. Women 
received their loved ones back 
again from death. 

By faith… tortured; jeered at; their 
backs were cut open with whips; 
chained in prisons; died by stoning; 
sawed in half; killed with the sword; 
destitute and oppressed and 
mistreated; wandering over deserts 
and mountains; forced to hide in 
caves and holes in the ground 



time of promise

Faith in the God who keeps his promised

God’s 
promise 

to 
Abraham

Jesus 
Incarnation
Exaltation

The 
Coming 

Jesus

In the end, God wins. If he isn’t winning, then it is not the end!

Hebrews 11:1

the in-between times

God’s 
Story

our stories

We testify to what God has done; 
we give witness to what he will do.



Following Jesus 

Since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of 

faith (the named AND the others)… let us run with endurance the race 
God has set before us. 

We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus…

Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding 
its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honour beside God’s throne. 

Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t 
become weary and give up.

Keep Your Eyes on Jesus
Hebrews 12:1-3



The Unnamed Martyrs: But Others
Hebrews 11:35

Faith is no guarantee of success in the now, or even in our lifetime.

Faith is the forward movement we make through whatever life puts in 
our way.

We are never alone in this. We are surrounded by a cloud of faithful
witnesses.



Faith in the God who keeps his promises

When you can’t see his hand, 
trust his heart. 

We can make God proud.
They were too good for this world… 
All these people earned a good 
reputation because of their faith…

Hebrews 11:38-39

Charles Spurgeon


