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My purpose in writing is to encourage you  (1 Pe 5:12)



TODAY’S Republic of Türkiye

1 Peter is written FOR us but not TO us 



•Not just a metaphor of heavenly citizenship or the Pilgrim’s Progress

• It describes their uncertain social status and vulnerability [e.g., bridging visas]

The social context of “Aliens and Strangers”

Aliens and Strangers lacked legal rights … 
and were often subject to social persecution.

1 Peter 2:11



Knowing 
who we are

Exiles of the Diaspora (1:1)

Aliens and Strangers (2:11)

Is First Peter’s “Exiles, Aliens, and Strangers” 

the Church’s DNA or a Developmental Stage 

of an expanding church?

Jesus and the Marginalised in a world of 
Synagogues and Temple

PENTECOST and the Witnessing Church

REVELATION and the Witnessing Church

Emperor Constantine and Christendom

Cathedrals and Mega-churches
Good Shepherd Church of India (Dalit)



Those who were once strangers and alienated people find a new home 

as worshippers and family. 

The social context of Aliens and Strangers

Pagans 
Jews

Church



Socially excluded 
Christians find a 
new identity as 
the faithful People 
of God

Through Jesus the Christ [16x] the ex-pagan 

audience of 1 Peter have come to faith and 

hope in the one true God, the God of Israel.

Peter, the Apostle to the Circumcised, 

recognises these ex-pagans to be his 

brothers and sisters in Christ.

“But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people.” 1 Peter 2:9

“You shall be for me a priestly 
kingdom and a holy nation.’ These 
are the words that you shall speak 
to the Israelites.” Exodus 19:6



As the Chosen People 
of God, we have 
responsibilities to be 
a blessing to others.

Be careful to live properly among your 

unbelieving neighbours. Then even if they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they will see 

your honourable behaviour, and they will 

give honour to God when he judges the 

world. 1 Peter 2:12

You can show others the goodness of God, 

for he called you out of the darkness into 

his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9

Chosen for service, 
not for privilege.



Aliens and 
Strangers 
who now 
belong to a 
new (old) 
People

The Christian Life involves belonging to a 
People who belong to God.

We live in order to please God. Even when 
undergoing trials and suffering.

The Christian Life reflects God’s distinctive 
ways; this is our witness!

Collectively, we are SALT and LIGHT and YEAST. 
We witness through our lives of collective 
faithfulness.


