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A kiss of love. A holy kiss.

1 Peter 5:14 ἀσπάσασθε ἀλλήλους      ἐν φιλήματι   ἀγάπης

NIV: Greet          one another    with a kiss    of love. 

J. B. Phillips translation: Give each other a handshake all round 

as a sign of love.

Spence translation: Welcome one another as your family.

1 Peter 5:14



Welcome One Another as FAMILY

adelphoi – 2:17, 5:9,  brothers and sisters 

The water of baptism is thicker than blood

Salvation is participation in Jesus, not a personal ticket for the 

glory train

We are children of God, a part of the body of Christ

We need to belong, not just “fit in” (Brené Brown)



Greco-Roman Families

 Every interaction outside of the family was win-lose.

 A person’s identity resided in connection to family. Families 

shared mutual obligations to one another.

 Each family member deemed the wealth and social prestige 

of the family as of equal or greater value then their personal 

happiness.



Aliens and Strangers are now Family

Love the family of believers. 

You must show sincere love to each other as brothers and 
sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. You have 
been born anew... 

 Being “born again” creates new relationships and new 

capabilities.

 The family is bonded together in God’s love

1 Peter 2:17, 1:22-23



Aliens and Strangers are now Family
Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each 
other, for love covers a multitude of sins. 

Cheerfully share your home with those who need a meal or a 
place to stay. God has given each of you a gift from his great 
variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. 

 DEEP LOVE speaks to the effort required and to the duration of it.)

 No-one gets voted of this island! Family is forever.

 Generosity is the family way. Love is open handed.

1 Peter 1:22-23



We are Family
Even churches the size of CBBC have become public space and there is a 
temptation to treat people as acquaintances and even friends rather than 
as family.

 We are born of God – into a family of brothers and sisters
 Love – participation in God’s love
 Holy – More than what you don’t do, family values
 Where the alien and strangers find a home, where they welcomed and 

advocated for.

Welcome one another as your family.


