
22 October 2023

Christies Beach Baptist Church

Stephen Spence

Romans 8:29 / 2 Corinthians 3:18



• Job
• PartnerYouth
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• WorkMiddle 
• Settled
• Tired“Mature”

What is our destiny…

God has given us a destiny, not a blueprint



What is our destiny…Romans 8:29

For those whom God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.

God’s before-the-ages plan was to create a Christ-shaped family, 
a renewed humanity modelled on Jesus, the Son of God.

M. F. Bird (2016)

God has given us a destiny, not just a destination.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you are from 16th century Europe, or churches influenced by the theological debates of 16th century Europe, you will no doubt have a Pavlovian response to certain words used by Paul in Romans 8:28-30
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family., And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
But Paul was not a 16th century Reformer writing to 16th century Catholics, Lutherans, Calvinists, Presbyterians, or Arminians. Australian theologian Michael F. Bird writes, “At this point we must refrain from reading int the text debates about divine sovereignty, the basis of election, and huma free will. Whilst this the text no doubt raises the question for some readers, even so, answering it is not Paul’s concern.” 

What is Paul’s main concern? Paul is writing in the midst of a potential divide in the churches in Rome, between the Circumcised and the Gentiles that might see the Strong exclude the Weak. Romans 15:7, 5-6
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For Paul, one God and one Lord means one church, one large family of God’s children. And this will only come about if each of God’s children are conformed to the image of Jesus who, by his death and resurrection, has become the firstborn of this large family. Jesus is here called firstborn because of his Resurrection and our baptism into his death and resurrection.
We are children of God, not servants or worshippers or followers
Truly children of God, not just saved humans
We have the family likeness – the character of Jesus, the life of the Spirit




Our destiny has already started…

And all of us…seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in 
a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another, for this comes from the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18

God has given us a destiny, not just a destination.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As sinners, loved by God, fore-known by God, we have been called into God’s family of Christ-shaped children. God has given us a destiny not a destination.
We are not saved to go to a place called heaven,
we are saved to be included in God’s large Christ-shaped family.

This is not an after you die single act of glorification; this is an ongoing conforming to the image of Jesus that begins as we enter into the death and resurrection of Jesus (symbolised by baptism)
Romans 6:4-8 We were buried with Jesus by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
Galatians 2:19-20 I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

The result of dying and rising with Jesus is that we gain the new life of the Spirit., who brings about our conformity to the image of God’s Son, from one degree of glory to another. It begins at the moment of our new birth, and it grows until we see him fully, face to face.




We are to Live Just as Jesus Does
Not just with power, but in Suffering and Service

For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve Mark 10:45

If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. John 13:14

If any wish to come after Jesus, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow Jesus. Luke 9:23

For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of 
believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, Philippians 1:29
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…Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in 
zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; 
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to 
strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be arrogant but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil but take thought for what is noble 
in the sight of all…Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good. 

Romans 12:14-21

Who does Paul think we are – Jesus?

Our destiny is the same, even if our paths are different

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The conformity to the image of Jesus requires that our lives are shaped by the 

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, there are different ministry callings, but there is only one shape of conformity to the image of Jesus.

This is the answer to the once trendy WWJD wearables – LAJD: live as Jesus did

Living Conformed to the Image of Jesus
put on the Lord Jesus Christ Romans 13:14
clothe yourselves with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:24
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. Galatians 3:27






The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. …If we live by 
the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-25

The Character of Jesus is Spirit-Filled

Are these not words that describe the Jesus of the Gospels?!

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or 
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The conformity to the image of Jesus requires that our lives are shaped by the same Spirit of God that descended on Jesus at the time of his baptism

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, there are different ministry callings, but there is only one shape of conformity to the image of Jesus.






Conformed to the Image of Jesus

This is not about self-improvement efforts; it 
is about being genuinely changed through 
participation in the divine life with Jesus.
• We become who we love
• We become who we worship
• We need to lean into Jesus

Falling in Love with Jesus
Conversion GlorificationDiscipleship

Presenter Notes
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We love because He first loved us.

Not an act of moral willpower but growing in love with Jesus this is sanctification, becoming holy, within a relational framework.

We become who we love
We become what we worship

We love with the love of Jesus – one another, our neighbours, our enemies
We forgive in the forgiveness of Jesus




 




Live…Just as Jesus Does

• Have the same mind as Jesus (Humility) Philippians 2

• Forgive one another just as God in Christ has forgiven you 
(Forgiveness) Colossians 3

• Love one another as I have loved you (Love) John 13

Presenter Notes
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Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Col 3:12-13

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, Philippians 2:5

Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. John 13:34




From one degree of glory to another

Am I fulfilling my God-given destiny? Am I becoming more like Jesus?

No-one knew Stephen’s life journey when it began in Scotland
– but his God given destiny was always clear.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do we want to embrace our destiny?
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