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Our Journey of Destiny 
to be like the Son of God

For those whom God foreknew he also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 

he might be the firstborn within a large family.
Romans 8:29

And all of us…seeing the glory of the Lord as though 

reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another, for 

this comes from the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18



The Divine Practice of Forgiveness

Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 

forgive each other; 

just as the Lord has graciously forgiven you, 

so, you also must

Colossians 3:13

JUST AS: only if we have been forgiven can we forgive
JUST AS: grace is both the way and the means of forgiveness



Forgiveness is a response to a broken heart

Sin is (mostly) relational

Sin hurts us (often deeply)

Sin damages us

Forgiveness grows from healing.

Forgiveness leads to healing.

Forgiveness is complicated.



Jesus has forgiven

Initiative

Incarnation

Cross

Resurrection

Graciously

…so also you

Humbly

Empathy

Bearing the Pain

New Life

Generously



The very verse BEFORE we are instructed to forgive, we are instructed “you 
must clothe yourselves with tender-hearted mercy, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience.” (Colossians 3:12)

These are characteristics of Jesus that become ours through the Spirit

Being conformed to Jesus is required if we are to forgive others as Jesus 
has forgiven us

Forgiveness is Divine
We live IN Christ



Forgiveness is Divine
We live IN Christ

Forgiveness grows from the healing power of God’s love.

Our healing is not complete until we forgive.

Forgiveness is not the same as Reconciliation.



Colossians 3:13
We can, because Jesus did!

But that means we must do it in relationship with Jesus. 

We can forgive just as Jesus does because we share in the divine life, 
which restores us from the inside


