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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GR culture warns against hubris (human pride that challenges the gods), but it despises humility. In Greco-Roman culture pride in one’s honour was a virtue; humility was not a virtue.  In general, people were to seek to grow their honour and to ensure that it was well known. Humility was for slaves and other losers in the battle of life.In Graeco Roman ethics "humility" meant something like "crushed" or "debased." It was associated with failure and shame. In its place was philotimia, "the love of honour." Aristotle had insisted that "honour" and "reputation" are among the pleasantest things one could contemplate and attain for oneself. The Romans distinguished between modestia and humilitas. The former was a dignified restraint, the latter a shameful lowering.Alexander the Great and Caeser [Octavian] Augustus both accepted divine honours. ‘World rulers lord it over their subjects, but it mustn’t be like that with you; with you, the ruler must be the slave, because the son of man came to give his life a ransom for many’ (Mark 10.42-45) The meek shall inherit the earth, Matthew 5The praise of clients - Salutatio - Etiquette required a client to attend in formal dress at his patron's house at dawn, to greet him and escort him to work, both for protection and for prestige.



Our Journey of Destiny 
to be like the Son of God
For those whom God foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn within a large family.

Romans 8:29

And all of us…seeing the glory of the Lord as though 
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another, 
for this comes from the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When we are saved, we become a part of God’s large family through uniting with Jesus in his death and resurrection. It is not just forgiveness we receive, but a new life lived in the divine relationship.2 Corinthians 5:17, So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; look, new things have come into being!



Have the same humility as Jesus
Though he was God, he did 
not think of equality with God 
as something to cling to. 
Instead, he gave up his divine 
privileges; Jesus took the 
humble position of a slave…

Philippians 2:5-11 

John 13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Philippians 2:5-11, You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honorand gave him the name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,11 and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. PAUL’S APPLICATION 1 Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate? 2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.�3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. Philippians 2:1-4I have a special appeal which goes jointly to Euodia and Syntyche: please, please, come to a common mind in the Lord. Philippians 4:2



Have the same humility as Jesus
he humbled himself in obedience to God 
and died a criminal’s death on a cross…

Philippians 2:5-11 

Alexamenos worships his god
(2nd century anti-Christian graffiti)
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Presentation Notes
Luke 22:35-39 The crowd watched, and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a drink of sour wine. They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 A sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the Jews.”One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”



Serving Alongside Jesus
But Jesus called his disciples together and said, “You know that the 
rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their 
authority over those under them. But among you it will be 
different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must become 
your slave. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Matthew 20:25-28



Humility is not “worm theology”

Jesus’ humility comes from a place of strength

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, 
it's thinking of yourself less.

CS Lewis

Jesus knew who he was (John 13, Phil 2) and chose to serve

When we know our true value to God, we can serve others without 
resentment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Perhaps we have told ourselves, “I am worthless” or “I’m just not good enough.” Perhaps we have internalised the hatefulness of others, “Your stupid” or “Know your place.”But “Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and would return to God…” (John 13:3). And “though Jesus knew he was God…” (Philippians 2:6).Jesus’ actions of humility are prompted by self-knowledge of how God sees him, not from self-loathing. We are loved, we are growing, we are gifted. Seeing yourself truly – without cognitive bias (self-serving bias)



(1) Standing with the Marginalised 
Jesus did not just “feel” humble, he acted in a counter-cultural 
approach to honour. The church of Jesus must welcome, assist, 
and even honour the weak and lowly—the socially, spiritually, 
economically, and physically marginalized 
 Rom 12:16; chapter 14, 15:1-6
1 Cor 8:1-11; 12:21-26 
James 2:3-6

Gal 2:10
1 Thessalonians 5:14 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From the Manger to the Cross, Jesus lived humbly.He is seen consistently engaging with the lowly, the marginalised, and the despised.Welcoming, reconciliation, identification, empathetical listening, willing to lose our privileges 



(2) Value Added Behaviour – how can I help you?

the 
fragile 

self

the 
open 
self

The Trinitarian God loves openly, 
is embracing and embraced – 
three persons not Individuals

Grasping

Hoarding 

Open-handed
Generous
Receptive 

Pride wants to be served.

Humble wants to serve.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Openness to others is essential to Trinitarian Theology – generous he abandons his rights for the sake of the world Philippians 2:5]Not using people to meet my agendaNOT them first, which is a focus on my rightsPhil 2:4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 



(3) God resists the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble

Grace is God’s gift of himself.
It must be received relationally – through sharing.

1 Peter 5:5, James 4:6, Proverbs 3:34

open

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grasping for equality with God is the sin of AdamJesus does not grasp what would be his right



Amongst the family of God
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look 
not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus… 

Philippians 2:3-5 
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