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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In two weeks we will begin a teaching series exploring the problem of evil and suffering.

This Sunday and next we will explore to key truths that any answer is going to be based upon. God is Love and Bad things happen to good people (don’t be Job’s friend).


God IS Love

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God
abides in them. 1 John 4:16

v ©

NOT God is Loving NOT Love is God Before the creation of
space and time,

God is Love

1John 4:7-16


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us. And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us... We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love.

God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 

1 John 4:7-16



Creator and, therefore,
to be worshipped

God

created

FATHER, SON, and HOLY SPIRIT

In the beginning
ALL THING

e Space and Time
e The Heavens and the Earth
* Spirit and Matter

* Life, in all its diversity Created and, therefore,
NOT to be worshipped

God is Trinity. God is THREE PERSONS existing in ONE RELATIONSHIP.




God is Open, Embracing Relationship

* God is three PERSONS in Relationship,
not three INDIVIDUALS

* Individuals stand apart, withholding
themselves in acts of selfishness

* Persons embrace, holding nothing back
in perichoretic love

GOD IS LOVE

1+1+1=3BUT1x1x1=1


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Love makes way for the other. Love is humble, outward looking, ie, other focused. Makes space for. Embraces. Is embraced by.

Not Coercive control – Love is not an expression of will (love wills)

Perichoresis - encompassing

Social trinity v. Hierarchical (static)

NORMALLY, this sermon moves on to explore how as people made in the image of God we need to live as persons in relationship rather than as indoviduals.
BUT THIS TIME, I want to explore what this means for how we understand love.


Love is Open, Embracing Relationship

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not
envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable.... It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

1+1+1=3BUT1x1x1=1



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The God who is love holds nothing back in his embrace of the other. I think this gives a new context for our reading of 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable…. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. 

God is patient; God is kind; God is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. God does not insist on its own way; God is not irritable…. God bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. The God who is love never ends. 

God is patient with me; God is kind to me; God is not in competition with me, God does not ever treat me as an object to be used rather than person to be engaged with. God does not insist on its own way at my expense; God is not irritated with me for my failings…. God bears all things with me, God believes in me and hopes all things for me, and he endures on the cross all my sin and failings and keeps loving me. The God who is love will never end and become some lesser god; God was and is and will be love.

God creates by giving space to the other. The genuine freedom of love.

Love is never coercive. Love never treats us as objects to be used but as genuine persons to be embraced and engaged. God loves not to enact his will, to build himself, but for the good of the other. 

Certainly, this is true of God before time and space begins. And, I would argue, it remains true of the Creator God, who is eternally faithful to his essence.

God is not overwhelming power who chooses to love when we please him and is angry when we don’t. God is unambiguously love who always acts with love towards us.

God knows us is a description of love.
God does not hate (our enemies or anyone else).

So, why does it not always feel that way in our experience of God?


God’s essence (is) v. attributes (does)

Forgiving

Justice

Love

Angry

Holy

Friend of Sinners

Love

Our experiences colour our experience of God.
In Eden, the acceptance of God becomes a source of shame.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An attribute is a quality, character, or characteristic ascribed to someone or something.

(1) At the cross – I forgive you can be experienced as judgement or anger if the love is resisted.

(2) The holiness of God can be experienced as rejection rather than embrace if the love is resisted. Friends of Sinners.

(3) God’s rescue of us can be experienced as a threat to our “independence”





Clarification: Romans 8:28

(A) God makes all things work together...

(B) In all things God works...

Whatever the source of our trials, God is working in love with
creativity for our good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose... [to be conformed to the image of Jesus]



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God is not the source of all the things that happen to us – evil is real and opposes God’s love in our world and loves.

BUT THAT IS NEXT WEEK’S SERMON.


God ALWAYS acts towards us in love, because
God IS Love.

There are no duelling attributes in God.
nere is no ambiguity in God.

nere are no shadows in the light of God.

God’s love is open, life-giving; it is certainly

non-coercive. e


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SO, why do bad things happen to good people?
Why do bad things happen to God’s people?
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