
Baptised      God
MATTHEW 28:18-20
JUNE 15,2025



Matthew 28:18-20
Jesus told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. Therefore…
go and make disciples of all the nations, 
◦ baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit. 
◦ teaching these new disciples to obey all the commands I 

have given you.
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Matthew 21:25 by what authority does John baptise? Is Matthew 28 answering this question, with ALL authority, 
(a) key imperative verb is “make” disciples – baptising and teaching are participles, which makes them actions done in the act of making disciples
“obey” NOT “learn”; 5 teaching blocks, many stories of Jesus, Jesus Creed
Matthew 5–7 is called the Sermon on the Mount; Matthew 10 Sending of the 12; Matthew 13 Parables of the Kingdom; Matthew 18 Community Instructions; Matthew 23-25 Olivet Discourse
Stories of Jesus for followers of Jesus
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:37-40
(b) in is eis which is into








(GK) en [in]

(GK) eis [into]

There are 59 Greek prepositions

(GK) bapto
“to dip, plunge”
as in dyeing cloth;
immerse

baptising them into the name…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
principal use in secular Greek was in the secondary sense “to dye” (from the practice of dipping an object in its coloring agent [cf. Rev 19:13, where Jesus’ robe is “dipped” in blood]), the intensive form baptizō came into general use. Two of its common uses were to describe the drowning of a person and the sinking of a ship (e.g., Josephus, B.J. 1.437; 3.423). There is no indication that the NT departs from the meaning “to dip, plunge” (Mk 1:5, 9; Mt 3:6, 16; cf. Acts 8:38).

WHAT I AM SUGGESTING HERE is that there is more than a simple “on/with/on behalf of” the authority of God. Yes, it answers the question, on whose authority?, but there is more going on.

(1) Matt 3:16-17, John’s re-formed people of God for a new time. For Jews, Nor can proselyte baptism be confirmed before A.D. 70. 

Why the triune name? Unusually pre-doctrine, which suggests to me that Matthew is getting this language from the actual baptism of Jesus. (Not a repetition of John’s baptism.)




Participation into Jesus’ Baptism
After his baptism, as Jesus came 
up out of the water, the heavens 
were opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and settling on him. And a 
voice from heaven said, “This is 
my dearly loved Son, who brings 
me great joy.”

Matthew 3:16-17

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Trinitarian formula is unexpected.
Not a Trinitarian argument, but a reflection of Jesus’ baptism

John’s baptism for repentance and a new life, but the baptism authorised by Jesus is SOMETHING MORE.

(2) He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Matthew 3:11





Participation into Jesus’ Baptism
When we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him 
in his death. For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. 
And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power 
of the Father, now we also may live new lives

Romans 6:3-4/ John 16:33

You will have many trials and sorrows. But have courage, 
because I have overcome the world.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our lives are shaped by the cross and resurrection

Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives Romans 6:3-4
.



Theosis: Participation in Life of God
…incorporation of God’s people into the life and character of 
the God revealed in the cross
2 Peter 1:3-4 …he has given us great and precious promises. These are the 
promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s 
corruption caused by human desires.
John 17:21 you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us…
Paul uses the participationist language of “in Christ” which involved the 
transformative work of the Spirit (2 Cor 3:18, 5:21) and sharing in the glory of 
God.

Where we are: Acts 17:28 and Ephesians 3:18 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Salvation is not a “ticket to get into heaven” it is reconciliation into the life of God, who is Love

2 Peter 1:3-4 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires.

John 17:21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 

Where we are – beyond space and time (eternal life has begun). In God we live and move and have our being. (4D love)
Acts 17:28 For in him we live and move and exist 
Ephesians 3:18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.




Living in Space and Time in God 
ABOVE

W
IT

H
IN

Where we find God: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Where God is in our Space and Time

Creator God. Our Father, who is in heaven… 

High Priest, Brother, Friend. I will be with you
Hebrews 2:17-18 it was necessary for the Son of God to be made in every respect like us, his [adopted] brothers and sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Since he himself has gone through suffering and testing, he is able to help us when we are being tested.
John 15:13-14 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends…. 

Closer to us than the breath we breathe, knowing us when we don’t even have the words
Romans 8:23 we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory
Filled with the Spirit




The Mission of the (Anointed) Christ
Incarnation, Baptism, Crucifixion, and Resurrection
Pentecost, On Mission to the Ends of the Earth

Anointed Empowered and Missioned 
(just as Jesus was by the Spirit) 

As we follow Jesus and learn from him
We call others to join us as disciples

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Living in God, with must be on mission with God



Baptism changes who we are
Baptism joins us to God’s mission
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