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Why did 

you spill 

your 

coffee?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You’re walking down the street holding a cup of coffee when someone bumps into you and your coffee spills. 
Why did you spill coffee?
You might say, “Because someone bumped into me!“
Wrong. It’s a trick question. You spilled coffee because coffee is what was in your cup.
Had there been tea in your cup, you would have spilled tea. Had there been water, you would have spilled water. 
Whatever it was that was in your cup is what would have spilled out.
It follows, then, that when life bumps into you (which it will), whatever is inside of you is what will spill out, too. It’s easy to fake what’s inside of your cup when your cup is balanced. Hard to stop your cup from spilling out its real contents once you’ve been bumped into.



Spilling Coffee at Church

Do everything without grumbling or arguing, (see Num. 11:1–6; 
14:1–4; 20:2; 21:4, 5)
so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God 
without fault in a warped and crooked generation” (Deut 32:5). 
Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold 
firmly to the word of life. 
And then I [Apostle Paul – pastor and church founder] will be able 
to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labour in vain. 

Philippians 2:14-16

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Philippians is a warm-hearted letter of gratitude and comfort from Paul to a church he was instrumental in founding. But Churches are never perfect; not then and certainly not now, and we get the sense from this letter that Paul is concerned that the Philippians could do more. He wants to boast up the church, but to do that they will need to make his joy complete (2:2-4), “by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”

Paul seems concerned that they are not doing “everything without complaining or arguing” (2:14). It doesn’t seem like a very high bar to clear!

These words reflect the very inversion of the practical reasoning shaped by the Christ-hymn, and they can quickly divide the community. 
While, this is not a letter of rebuke,  it is an encouragement to be more Christ-like. In 2:5, he “urges them, In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.”�



In Phillipi, a “case in point”

Euodia, 
Syntche

Philippi 
church

Applied?

Causation?

laboured together 4:3

think the same way  4:2

striving together 1:27

like-minded 2:2
of one mind 2:2
have the mind of Jesus 2:5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A key purpose of Paul in Philippians is to encourage unity within the Philippian. Given this, it seems likely then that the church at Philippi is struggling with some amount of disunity. This becomes clear with an issue of disunity directly addressed in Philippians 4:2-3, where Paul calls for Euodia and Syntyche to embrace the same mindset across their differences. Does this appeal to Euodia and Syntyche to come to a common agreement reveal the real purpose of the letter? 

Now I appeal to Euodia and Syntyche. Please, because you belong to the Lord, settle your disagreement. And I ask you, my true partner, to help these two women, for they worked hard with me in telling others the Good News…

the unprecedented use of the women’s names; 
the repetition of the unity theme in 1:27; 2:2; and 4:2; 
the location of the appeal at the end of the body of the letter. 
Echoes of 1:27 can be heard in the language of these exhortations in 4:1-3, bringing to a conclusion the major section of the letter (1:27–4:3). 
And yet 4:2-3 hardly seems to be the climax of the letter. 

NO ACCIDENT. Either a pressing “case in point” of Paul’s general theme, or the theme is prompted from the “case in point.”





Translating Philippians 4:2

• I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the 
Lord. NRSV

• Now I appeal to Euodia and Syntyche. Please, because you belong 
to the Lord, settle your disagreement. NLT

• I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. ESV
• I encourage both Euodia and Syntyche to have the attitude the 

Lord wants them to have. GW



When conflict arises…spilling yourself
COFFEE:
• Don’t be selfish
• Don’t try to impress others.
• Don’t look out only for your own 

interests.
• Do everything without complaining 

or grumbling.

Here are God’s people rescued from Egypt and feed with mana in the 
wilderness. They are grumbling and complaining.

TEA: 
• be of the same mind 
• having the same love
• being in full accord 
• being of one mind.
• Let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ 
Jesus,

Don’t be like them!

Presenter Notes
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2 Be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. Philippians 2:2-4

2:14 / God’s purpose for his people can be fulfilled only if they live together in unity and do everything without complaining or arguing. 
This language is borrowed from OT descriptions of the generation of Israelites that went through the wilderness under Moses’ leadership after the deliverance from Egypt. Repeatedly they complained about their hardships and said they should never have left Egypt. Moses described them as “a warped and crooked generation” (Deut. 32:5, quoted in v. 15 below), “a perverse generation, children who are unfaithful” (Deut. 32:20). 

Why are “murmuring and arguing” singled out? 
Parallel to “selfish ambition” and “conceit” (2:3), they reflect the very inversion of the practical reasoning shaped by the Christ-hymn, and they can quickly divide the community. One is tempted to mirror-read 2:13 and to assume that the readers either were squabbling among themselves or questioning God’s ways. This may have been the case; however, apart from the oblique reference to Euodia and Syntyche in 4:2, the letter seems intended more to stem the tide against potential disagreements that often arise when groups are under pressure than to chide the community for being contentious. In fact, the present imperative of 2:14 could be translated, “Continue to do all things without complaints and arguments.”�



Spilling tea at church…Imitating Jesus

HAVE THE SAME MIND AS JESUS
The Lord made himself nothing. By 

taking the very nature of a servant, and 

being made in human likeness, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to death —even death on a cross!



Following Paul who is following Jesus…

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, 

and just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who 

live as we do. 
Philippians 3:17

Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me —

everything you heard from me and saw me doing.
Philippians 4:9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Euodia and Syntyche should have been models for the church. Instead, they had become a “case in point.” But they could still become luminaries – stars in the night sky.

Noteworthy in Philippians is Paul’s use of exemplars to shape the dispositions and practices of his audience. Not only does he expressly call the Philippians to imitation (Phil 3:17; 4:9), but he implicitly does so by providing a series of exemplars, beginning with the model par excellence, Christ Jesus (Phil 2:5-11). His use of exemplars extends to Timothy, Epaphroditus (Phil 2:19-30), and Paul himself (Phil 3:4-21), along with those who show a similar commitment to living out the pattern of Christ (Phil 2:30; 3:17). In Philippians, the grounding of all such imitation is Christ’s own movement to imitate humanity, by taking up the human condition (Phil 2:7-8; see 3.1 above). In the hymn of Philippians 2:5-11, we see Christ “shar[ing] fully in the desperate contingency, suffering, and death of Adam’s heirs” (Eastman, 445). Because of this identification, believers are incorporated into Christ’s own story of humility and exaltation.



be like Jesus, and… 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus compared his followers not only to salt but also to “the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14–16). Paul takes up this figure when he encourages the Philippian Christians to shine among their pagan neighbours like stars in the universe. The word he uses means “luminaries” (Gk. phōstēres); it is used in the Greek version of Genesis 1:14–19 of the sun, moon, and stars that the Creator placed in the vault of heaven on the fourth day. 
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