Why can’t Zacchaeus seeJesus?

Luke 19:1-10
05 October 2025

Stills from the "Jesus" film: http://www.iesusfilm.ora/film-and-media/watch-the-film
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Luke 19:1-10 v Known by name
v" Chief tax collector (in Jericho)
v Very Rich
v
What do we Wanted to see Jesus

v He was short in stature

know about
Zacchaeus? = exclusive, all access, VIP pass

v The crowd considered him a “sinner”
v" Jesus called him “lost”



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature.  So, he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way.  When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today."  So, he hurried down and was happy to welcome him.  All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner."  Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much."  Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost." 

Zacchaeus should have had “premium seat tickets” with “backstage access”, 


Luke 19:1-10

Jesus Is
surrounded
by a crowd


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why is Jesus surround by a crowd?

Jesus was an emerging religious star – a prophet of God, perhaps the Messiah of God. 
He was a someone who could provide access to God and his miraculous power. (healings and exorcisms)
He promised an opportunity to be a part of God’s new kingdom. (good news of coming change)


Luke 19:1-10

The crowd
kept Zac from
Jesus AND

the crowd
wanted to
keep Jesus
from Zac

Zac couldn’t see Jesus “ON ACCOUNT OF THE CROWD
... All who saw Jesus invite himself to Zacchaeus’ house
began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest
of one who is a sinner.™

\

? Too focused on our own access to Jesus
? Hostile to those we consider to be “sinners”
? Desire to protect Jesus’ reputation


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Zac couldn’t see Jesus ON ACCOUNT OF THE CROWD because he was short.

But mainly because the crowd gave him no respect.
CHIEF tax-collector and RICH (servants and clients) should lead to honour (respect)
But Zac had no honour (the crowd gave him no respect) and he was prepared to act shamefully because he had nothing to lose.

But the crowd was sure the Zac was excluded from God’s people – he was a sinner.


In Luke’s
Gospel the
crowd, the
disciples, and
the religious

leaders
wanted to
keep
“sinners” from
Jesus

- Non-Israelites taking Nazarite's blessing (4:29)
- The paralytic lowered through the roof (5:19)

- The chronically ill woman (8:42)

- Samaritans who rejected Jewish Messiah (9:54)
- Mary who neglected her social role (10:40)

- “Sinners” who ate with Jesus (15:1-2)

- Children brought by their mothers (18:15)

- Blind Begger on the road to Jericho (18:39)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unimportant in the social hierarchy
Beneath the dignity of God
Bad for the reputation of God

James/John said to Jesus, “Lord, should we call down fire from heaven to burn them up?” Luke 9:54
Wanted Jesus to rebuke Mary
they scolded the parents for bothering him Luke 18:15
“Be quiet!” the people in front yelled at him. Luke 18:39


In religious RIS

shorthand,

them / not us

Zacchaeus
was a “sinner’

Who do we think is “rightly” outside of God’s love?


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sinner is not an ethical title (the crowd was full of people who were not ethically pure) – it is a religious title. It conveys OUTSIDE of God’s people.
This is the crowd’s assessment – Jesus later calls him a lost son of Abraham BUT the crowd don’t see this. They see a SINNER.

We could ask “who are our modern equivalent to a rich tax-collector?” 
BUT BETTER to ask – “who are we excluding from finding Jesus?”

There are unlikely to be any Sinners in church today – perhaps there are; people who feel cut off from access to Jesus by a wall of the "righteous"/insiders.
Many don’t want to come to church. 
But who wants access that we are denying them?


Luke 19:1-10

Jesus erases

all barriers,
NO ONE is

outside his
circle of
welcome

David Hayward


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus is a guest of Zac.
	Hospitality – patronage and indebtedness. 
	Going onto Zac’s TURF on his terms.

The crowd has judged Zac to be a sinner (not short)
Jesus’ religious ratings is dragged down by Zac (not v-a-v)!


Luke 19:1-10

Zac changes
he

UEES
Jesus...

Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
"Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give
to the poor; and if | have defrauded anyone of
anything, | will pay back four times as much.”
Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has
come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham."

Pharisees and the crowd welcome repentance
and change. But for them repentance and change
must come before the welcome. Jesus flips this
on its head.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus welcomes Zac first and only after his encounter with Jesus does Zac change. Zac knew what he needed to do but he needed Jesus’ acceptance of him first. Zac’s giving to the poor shows “Lord” is not just a name. Zac embraces those Jesus embraces.

Jesus RESTORES Zac to the family – son of Abraham TOO. (This is not a rejection of the crowd.)


Luke 19:10

For the Son

of Man came
to seek and to
save the lost.

Jesus came not to judge people but to bring the lost

home; to give the excluded a seat at the table.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is Luke’s summary statement for Jesus’ ministry which shows the story of Zac is a summary story of Jesus’ ministry.

The crowd calls Zac a sinner and block him out. Jesus calls Zac lost and seeks him. Those are powerful labels.

God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. John 3:17


Are we helping
the Zacchaeus
In our lives to
encounter
Jesus?

Hospitality before judgement
Belonging before change
|s Zacchaeus a “sinner” to be kept from God, or a “lost”

child of God to be welcomed home?


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are not Zac; we have already been found. Are we on mission with Jesus, or are we the crowd?

For Luke, Zacchaeus is the lost sheep; the lost coin; the prodigal son (Lk 15) ; the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame in the streets and alleys of the town. Luke 14:21

Are you a wall or a door? My point: the labels we use for outsiders will determine our approach to them.

How do we think of outsiders: as sinners or as lost. 
	sinners invoke judgement and rejection
	lost invokes compassion and seeking


A warning: the crowd grumbled against Jesus! They may turn on us too.

In this story we cannot be Zac. We have already been found.
	Are we like the crowd– blocking access to Jesus?
	Or are we like Jesus – looking for opportunities to  bring the lost home?
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