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Presentation Notes
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. 3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. 4 They crush people with unbearable religious demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden.�5 “Everything they do is for show. On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with Scripture verses inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels. 6 And they love to sit at the head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. 7 They love to receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi.’�8 “Don’t let anyone call you ‘Rabbi,’ for you have only one teacher, and all of you are equal as brothers and sisters. 9 And don’t address anyone here on earth as ‘Father,’ for only God in heaven is your Father. 10 And don’t let anyone call you ‘Teacher,’ for you have only one teacher, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you must be a servant. 12 But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.�13 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. You won’t go in yourselves, and you don’t let others enter either. 
15 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you cross land and sea to make one convert, and then you turn that person into twice the child of hell you yourselves are!16 “Blind guides! What sorrow awaits you! For you say that it means nothing to swear ‘by God’s Temple,’ but that it is binding to swear ‘by the gold in the Temple.’ 17 Blind fools! Which is more important—the gold or the Temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 And you say that to swear ‘by the altar’ is not binding, but to swear ‘by the gifts on the altar’ is binding. 19 How blind! For which is more important—the gift on the altar or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 When you swear ‘by the altar,’ you are swearing by it and by everything on it. 21 And when you swear ‘by the Temple,’ you are swearing by it and by God, who lives in it. 22 And when you swear ‘by heaven,’ you are swearing by the throne of God and by God, who sits on the throne.23 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things. 24 Blind guides! You strain your water so you won’t accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow a camel!25 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-indulgence! 26 You blind Pharisee! First wash the inside of the cup and the dish, and then the outside will become clean, too.27 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity. 28 Outwardly you look like righteous people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness.29 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you build tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, and you decorate the monuments of the godly people your ancestors destroyed. 



What did Jesus think of the Pharisees?

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The
teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official
interpreters of the law of Moses. So, practice and obey whatever
they tell you, ...
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Pharisees were respected by the people
Mt 5:20  But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven! 
Mt 23

Nicodemus, John 3
Simon, Luke 7
In Luke 13:31 the Pharisees warn Jesus about political trouble
The Apostle Paul thought his background as a Pharisee was a good thing
The early church in Jerusalem had a number of followers of Jesus who were also Pharisees, Acts 15


What did Jesus think of the Pharisees?

...but don't follow their example. For they don't
practice what they teach. They crush people with unbearable
religious demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden...
What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you
Pharisees. Hypocrites! (23:13, also 15, 16, 23, 25, 27, 29) For
you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces.
You won’t go in yourselves, and you don't let others enter either.



Who are the Pharisees?
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Pharisees are not religious hypocrites. They had a love for God and a desire to serve him faithfully. 

Holiness is about access to God, it is not about being “obsessive-compulsive”

Obeying God was their joy



Why Jesus’s conflict
with the Pharisees? Pharisee
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God of Power and Purity
God of Love and Compassion

Shifts how we look for God at work
Shifts how we read and apply God’s word

God in a box
God as burst of light



The Pharisee’s Agenda for Israel

if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured

possession out of all the peoples... but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom
and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.

(Exodus 19:5-6)

The Pharisees are “a Jewish renewal movement, seeking to draw Israel
towards the condition that would hasten its restoration before God and
its elevation over the surrounding nations.” (NT Wright)

IF all of Israel would keep all of the Torah for just one day [Sabbath]
THEN the Lord would come. (Rabbinic Proverb)
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Pharisee was never a label for religious hypocrites or an advocate of “works-righteousness.” The Pharisees had a personal commitment to serving God is holiness and an agenda for Israel that was drawn from Scripture.

The Pharisees hoped to renew Israel around Torah observance.
Jesus planned to renew Israel around himself.


The Pharisees problem with Jesus

as demonstrated

love the love your
LORD neighbour

Torah
Mark 12:28-34

interpreted and
apphed by Tradition

And | will give you a new heart, and | will put a new spirit in you.
Ezekiel 36:26-27
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Every point on the circumference is determined by its relationship to the two focal points
Jesus was a continual threat to the Pharisees’ plan for Israel. Jesus pushed beyond conformity to radical obedience.
What did Jesus REALLY think of the Pharisees. (However, both sentiments are real – respected and judged harshly.)

Mark 7:5  5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, "Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?" 
Matthew 12:9-15   14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.
Mark 8:11   11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, asking him for a sign from heaven, to test him. 
Matthew 12:22-24  24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this fellow casts out the demons." 
Mark 2:16-17  16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, "Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?"
Luke 17:20-21  20 Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he answered, "The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed;  21 nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or 'There it is!' For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you." 



Mark 12:28-34 One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to the debate. He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”29 Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only LORD. 30 And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.”32 The teacher of religious law replied, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth by saying that there is only one God and no other. 33 And I know it is important to love him with all my heart and all my understanding and all my strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is more important than to offer all of the burnt offerings and sacrifices required in the law.”34 Realizing how much the man understood, Jesus said to him, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God.” And after that, no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations. 28 “And you will live in Israel, the land I gave your ancestors long ago. You will be my people, and I will be your God. Ezekiel 36:26-27


The Pharisees problem with Jesus

The problem was not that a Messiah had arrived, it was that the wrong
sort of Messiah had arrived.

Fundamentally, their
problem was that they
could not recognise
God in the teachings
and actions of Jesus.
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The problem was not that a Messiah had arrived, it was that the wrong sort of Messiah had arrived.
They disagreed about the timing of God’s action to establish the New Age
They disagreed  on the actions that would facilitate the arrival of the New Age
They disagreed on who would benefit from the arrival of the New Age

Fundamentally, there problem was that they could not recognise God in the teachings and actions of Jesus.

Jesus required not just external obedience but inner conformity to the character of God.

This is a personal relationship [Spirit] not a will-based relationship [Torah].	eg, Tithing is better than nothing!

Keep in step with the Spirit, not halakhah – walking in the ways of Torah


Beware the yeast of the Pharisees

It is NOT that we love God more than the Pharisees did. It is NOT
that the Pharisees believed their legalism would save them or that
they were overcommitted to living lives of holiness. It is NOT that

the Pharisees were religious hypocrites and we're not.

IT IS that the Pharisees did not recognise God in the teaching
and actions of Jesus. Their God had got locked in a box of
traditional interpretations and practices and Jesus and his kingdom

was too unexpected for them.
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God in a book OR God in Jesus and the Holy Spirit


Beware the yeast of the Pharisees

What makes a church a church is faithfulness to Jesus, not holding rigidly
to well intentioned tradition.

Revelation: Jesus is the visible image of the invisible God. (Col 1:15)
Discipleship: Holiness is being and living like Jesus. (Rom 8:29)
Church: an open table for the marginalized and excluded. (Luke 14:15-24)

The only real test of a church is,
would Jesus — or the Pharisees — make a better member of this church?
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